
Less Class, More Church?
Liturgical Arts in the Classroom

On the small post-its: 
- What is a problem you are trying to solve/what you want to learn in today’s 

workshop? (optional: write email on back)
- What is something you something you need prayer for?

Please post on poster paper.

Thank you :D
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Introductions
Who’s here and where do 

we want to go?

Nuts and Bolts

Using the 4 Liturgical Arts

Background and 
Foundational 

Documents
Foundational documents - 

spirituality, principles

A Sample

From personal experience

INTRODUCTIONS 01
● 1) Name 
● 2) Parish



In what ways has the liturgy 
(Mass, Adoration, sacramental celebrations, etc) 

invited you to encounter and have a 
relationship with Jesus?

Directory for Catechesis 96

The liturgy is “the privileged place for catechizing the People of 
God” (CCC 1074). 

Catechesis reaches its true fulfillment when the one being 
catechized takes part in the liturgical life of the community. 

Catechesis therefore cannot be thought of merely as preparation 
of the sacraments, but must be understood in relationship to the 

liturgical experience…. 



Background and 
Foundational Documents
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Liturgical Documents that lead the way!



Desiderio Desideravi, 31

How can we grow in our capacity to 
live in full the liturgical action? How 
do we continue to let ourselves be 
amazed at what happens in the 
celebration under our very eyes? 
We are in need of a serious and 
dynamic liturgical formation.

Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy

Directory for Masses 
with Children

Lectionary for Masses 
with Children

Directory for 
Catechesis



Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy

● First document of the Second 
Vatican II

● One of the most important 
principles that came out of this 
document:

...is the full, 
conscious 

active 
participation 

of all the 
faithful.

(Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, 14)

The aim to be 
considered 

before all 
else...



Constitution on 
the Sacred Liturgy

● First document of the Second 
Vatican II

● “Full, Conscious and Active 
Participation”

● 4 Presences of Christ
● Highlights the needs of children 

Liturgical Principles

“Liturgy is 
the praise and worship of God 

and human sanctification”
(Sacrosanctum Concilium, 7)



Liturgical Principles

● Liturgy is…
○ praise and worship of God and human 

sanctification (SC 7)
○ Source and Summit (SC 9)
○ Our right and duty (SC 11)
○ Full, conscious and active participation (SC 

14)

The DMC!

● It’s your “best friend”! 



Sandra DeMasi, “The Directory for Masses with 
Children: Thirty Years Later

“The DMC is a landmark document about the pastoral 
care of children...although the ministries of Catholic 

school and religious education provide for children as 
students, the DMC is a constant reminder that the 

Christian identity of children is not as learners but as 
believers.” 

— DMC 12

  “Within religious-education programs in the schools and 
parishes the necessary importance should be given to 

catechesis on the Mass. It should be directed to the child's 
active, conscious, and authentic participation.  

Suited to children's age and capabilities, 
it should by means of the main rites and prayers of the Mass...



The Directory for 
Catechesis (2020)

● Accompaniment and Missionary 
Discipleship

● A catechesis imbued with the spirit of 
the catechumenate

○ Look at the LTP article for more 
information

Questions?



Nuts and Bolts
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Using the 4 Liturgical Arts

© 2016, john Michael Reyesl. All rights reserved.

Language of Liturgy
Liturgical language is 
composed of symbols

○ Can you name some 
liturgical symbols?



Proclamation Word



Action Gesture, posture, 
ritual



What will 
we do?



Space Environment 

Use of Symbols (Environment)

Lectionary / Bible Candles

Color Season 
Specific

Seating



© 2018 John Michael Reyes. All rights reserved.



What will we taste/smell?



Time Music

Sing to the Lord: Music in Divine 
Worship, and its predecessor, 
Music in Catholic Worship, 
convey the priorities of musical 
moments in the Liturgy. The 
priority list can be understood 
as follows:

a) Acclamations
b) Processional Chants
c) Responsorial Psalm
d) Litanies
e) Responses
f) Hymns and Songs





The     Word        of       the Lord.

What will we hear?



What will we hear?

Use of gesture
● Since liturgy is ‘an activity of the entire person, participation 

by means of gestures and postures should be strongly 
encouraged’ (DMC 33)
○ Movement, gestures, actions, processions, etc.





Music used with permission from OneLicense #A-713511



You should sing as the wayfarers do  - 
sing but continue your journey. Do not 
be lazy, but sing to make your journey 
more enjoyable. Sing, but keep going.

- St. Augustine, Sermon, 256

An example
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Interfaith and Christian



Diwali

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Exn9KEAoWTQ


Celebration of the Word of God
Reader: In the name of the Father (+), and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord be with you.
All: And with your spirit.

Reader: A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, Lord.

There was a man named Simeon living in Jerusalem. 
He was a good, God-fearing man and was waiting for Israel to be saved. 
The Holy Spirit was with him and had assured him that he would not die 
before he had seen the Messiah. 
Led by the Spirit, Simeon went into the Temple. 
When the Mary and Joseph brought the child Jesus into the Temple 
to do for him what the Law required, 
Simeon took the child in his arms and gave thanks to God

Celebration of the Word of God

“Now, Lord, you have kept your promise,
    and you may let your servant go in peace.
With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,
    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:
A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles
    and bring glory to your people Israel.”

The gospel of the Lord. 
ALL: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



Diwali?
- “Festival of lights”

- This Festival of Lights 
celebrates the triumph of light 
over darkness, good over evil, 
and knowledge over ignorance

- Hindus, Sikhs, Jains and some 
Buddhists.

- Reminder to let your light shine!



This year: November 5

When?

Why does this matter?

3 quotes for reflection



Why does this matter?

“Growth in holiness is a journey in community, 
side by side with others. 

Each community is called to create a 
God-enlightened space in which to experience 

the hidden presence of the risen Lord”.

Pope Francis (Gaudete et Exsultate, 140)

Why does this matter?



W
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 d
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REFLECT:

What is one take-away/action item I can do 
for my community?

I will...

SO NOW WHAT?



Stay in touch!

Email: john-michael@teamrcia.com

Thank you to the 
planners of the Faith 
Formation 
Conference. 

RESOURCES:


